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Israel considers the results of the six day war

During the five moenths which have passed
since the end of the “six-day war™ from
June 5 to June 10, 1967, military leaders
have had much to consider and discuss. One
of the shortest, most decisive and (for the
lser) most disastrous campaigns on record
was @ war which stretched men and logistics
to the limit. Command, support, training
and the methods of using modem arma-
ment are all matters which will be discussed
for o Jong time (@ come,

In order o get an idea at first hand of
same of the results of the war and some of
the lessons to be learnt from it, an Jnreravia
observer took the opportinity of visiting Is-
rael and, in particular, the Sinai theatre of
the war. S0 far, no similar opportunity has
cecurred for visiling an Arab country and,
although we would have preferred (o present
a balenced picture, this is not at present
pogsible. Nevertheless, it is felt that much
has been learnt already towards achieving
this.

As far as the relative strengths of the
oppasing forces are concerned, by far the
greater Loy with the Arab nations. The quali-
w of the equipment invelved (particularly
the Egyptinn equipment) was of the most
modern type and some of it was the most
modern in the world-<better even than
some posssssed by NATO armics,

Published figures give little more than a
peide 1o assessing the outcome, for Bt nust
he appreciated that the vast majority of the
best trainesd troops, including tank crews,
artillery temms and other specialists were
iost 1o Bgypt in the Sinai Desert. It is esti-
mated that it will take not less than two
years 1o train replacements. Although sub-
stantial numbers of tanks, guns and olher
weapons (including ground to ground mis-
siles) have since been delivered to Egypt,
Syrin und Algerin by the Eastern bloe since
the end of the fighting, it will be a long
time before they can effectively be putl (o
s,

In order to understand the significance
and maognitude of the lsracli victory, it is
necessary 10 bear in mind the outlook of the
oecdinary citizen and the driving force behind
him. First, one must recognise the subtle

change which eccurs 1o most of those who

become lsraeli citizens. They become settled,
and yel feel that they are silting on some-
thing like a volcano, surrounded by hostile
States which, since the Stute of Israel was
formally brought into existence in 1948,
have refused 10 recognise its existence and
have dechwred their intention of throwing
the lsraelis into the sea.

S0 the lsraeli must be prepared to fight
for his existence. For this reason, every man
of the Jewish population who is of military
oge is a soldier, He lives his life os a civilian,

but he i also a reservist, General -Yadle, -

whe commanded one of the Israeli armouresd
divisions, has pointed out that every man in
his diviston, himsell included, had been o
civilian until three weeks before the war
staried, AL that time, the armed forces com-
prised some 70,000 men of whom all but
about 12,000 were undergoing national ser-
vice—which incidentally also applies (o wo-
men, who are required (o serve as well, The
women are trealed as equals with men and
serve in units surprisingly far forward and
are fully trained in the use of small arms,
Mational Service is 26 months for men and

Symbalic of the inlegration
belween I_:.rl!l‘: wrmy and !ir
foree, & single-seat Sud-Avia-
pion 5040530 Pautowr 14 ull-
purpose fighter-bomber is scen
over & company of Ceatirivr
tanks. The Foutoaur J14 has an
wrmament of four DEFA
30 mm cannon &nd CEn CRITY
Intgenally up o 4,300 b of
bombs. Four eatormal racks
will carry bembs, fuel tenks or
rocket packs, The Craturfon
weighs ubout 50 Lons, cornes a
105 mm gun and has an engine
of &35 h. p.

20 menths for women. Upon national mob-
ilisation, Israel was able to increase its arm-
ed forces to pot far short of 300,000, ocut
of a todal population of 23 million. Mob-
ilisation is well-advanced within 24 hours
and complete in 72, Bach officer and NCO
has the duty to maintain eontact with his
men and 1o notify them when they are re-
quired, In emergency, a radio code can be
used to call up reserve units,

Israel haz gained not oaly territory and
maore secure frontiers with Egypt, Syria and
Joedan, She has also gained a breathing space
which will enable her 1o asseas the situation
in an atmosphere of eomparative calm, Thers
is one extremely waluable lesson which the
Israelis have learnt—never 1o underestimate
their opponents. “Last time we were better
than the enemy. MNext time, they will im-
prove and we must be better still"—this
is a theme repeated frequently. Significantly,
no-one scems (o doubt that there will be a
“next lime” unless a diplomatic miracle is
achieved and there seems o be little faith
in the ability of the United Mations effec-
tively to protect the State of Israel which it
voted into existence in 1948, The Arabs®
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The Arab Deployment for Attack, June 4, 1967
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“The dingram above indicales the estimated pirength of the Arab forces on June £ at the owtbresk of hostilities. The arrows indieate the forces contrivuted by Arab
stales either before or during the conflict, '

A Soviel Type T 55 tank of the Egypiinn dth Armoured Divisson with a damaged The SU 57-2 amti-abreraft tank, This tank mownis twin 37 mm S-60 guni. 11
track on the Bir el Thamada—Rir Gilgals rosd. waad bl ol and lay an (he Bir Gifgali—lemalis road.
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abjections 10 the handing over of areas of
Palestine to the Jews are too well-known 1o
need repetition here, bt these are funda-
mental to their refusal o recognise Tsrpel's
cxislence as a State,

Following upon the Bussian warning (o
Cairo carly in May 1967 of large Israch
(roop concentrations on the Syrian border,
e Egyptians ordered the UN observers to
withdraw and moved considerable forces up
1o the Sinai border and blockaded the strails
of Tiran. This Russian report was complet-
ely untrue, according to the UN abservers
on the [srael—Syrian border. According to
recent press reporis, the Russians then real-
imed that Egypt was intent on making an
attack on lsrael in support of Syra and,
some 30 hours before the start of the war,
pcrsmuin;l;l the Eﬂ}'[l[iilll!‘ [[+] chanuc their
minds and resort to diplomutic pressure. By
now, however, it was loo late—lsrael was
committed to a cnce-and-for-all campaign
to drive away the constant threat of her
neighbours. By varlous deceptions she per-
suaded the Arabs that she was not ready to
make an  immediate strike in Sinai by
sending some of the army on a fulse “leave”,
and by feints 1o the south which caused
Epvpt to send aircrafl and ships away [rom
ithe Suez Canal area. Nevertheless, an Egyp-
tian army of more than 80,000 troops in
seven divisions, and not less than B0 tanks
faced Israel in Sinai, and the Israeli decsion
1w strike on this front, taken on June 4,
wig based on one prime factor—the achiev-
ing of immediate air superiority. Their land
forces were pulnumbered by nearly two 1o
one.

The Israelis knew that it would only be
& matter of hours before a reaction could
be expected from Syria, Jordan und perhaps
Lebanon, Their immediate need therefore
appeared 1o be to strike the Egyptians very
hard, roll them back amd then turn their
attentions to the north and east, so as nol
to be committed to fighting on three fronts
at once, The result is well-enough known
nat 10 need repetition.

The lsrachs felt that their country was
too small to fight in, so they had 10 break
out and fight in the open desert where there
WAS FOOM [0 mancuvre, as quickly as pos-
sible. Knowing that the Egyptian fortifica-
tions in Sinai extended in considerable depth
{some af them were built in 1956 and others
us far back as 1948), it was necessary that
alt the Israeli forces should be mobile and
protected by armour—above all, awift mov-
ing.

In order 1o achieve superierity on the
grownd with relatively inferior equipment in
terms of numbers and of being up to daie,
the Israelis required air supericrity. This
they achieved in the remarkably short time
of 2 howrs, 50 minutes by knocking oul the
Egyplian Afr Force and ground radar in
Sinai and Egypt, and then turning their at-
tenticn to the Air Forces and radar of Iraq,
Jordan and Syria. By the end of the second
day u conlirmed and checked grand total of
416 Arab aircraft had been destroyed, 393
of them on lhe ground, Mo claim for the
destruction of an aircrall was entertained

until it had been doublechecked, Having®

ensured the wirtwal elimination of enemy
interference (there were, however, a few
isolated instances), the Isragli Air Force pro-
ceeded (o attack the Egyplion army in Sinai,
anck then the Syrian and Jordanian srmies,
once the Sinai campaign was underwiy,
Each air force squadron acted in accor-
dunce with the jmmediste reguirements of

The Israeli advanece, June 5-10, 1967
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the army command 1o which gt was assigned.
Ity the end of the sixth day, the Arab ar-
mvies and oir forces had virtially eeased to
exist und the campuign hid|proved a con-
vincing example of the use gf an inlegrated,
wir and ground tactical force,

The wrenuw of the action cam be des-
cribed as follows: The Sinai Peninsula has
ihree principal axes. One is the coastul axis,
from Kafiah o the Canal; the second is
Ketzioi-Ahu Agueily; the third one 15 Qun-
tyileh-A"Temed-E'Makhl-Port  Fuad-Suez,
Ciher than that, the approach te Shurm-el-
Sheikh is principally by nir or, by ses, along
the western coust of the Peninsuls.

There were three aims in 1the campaign:
1o destroy the Epyptisn army once und for

ke jurnesi mirharng seops
. Ierauti seltlamints aheHad

€= [ Initlal Arab pogltions

all; 1o capture Sharm-el-Sheikh and 1hus 10
open the road to Eilat; and the third aim,
which was the result of the second, to con-
quer all of Sinai, in order 1o reach Sharm-el-
Sheikh. The campaign was carried ol in
three stages: the aim of the first stage was
1o open the principal passages into the Pen-
insula and thus destroy the forces on the
eastern ling; the second was to push for-
ward, hil and destroy the secoml defence
line; and third stoge was to engage the ar-
moeured Force in batile and desiroy it, The
enemy had seven divisions, Two were ar-
moured divisions; one was a division of
Palestinians in the Gaza Sirip (the 200k Div-
ision]; the Tth Division was situated between
Rufiah and E1 Arish; the 2nd Division was
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The entrance 10 the Mitla pass, mn almpst inextricakle tnngle of burnt out lanks, persanncl trampart, fuel and

ather supply vehicles. Visible are two T M tanks an

which iz lying on top of another vehicle.

positioned along the Abu Agueila-Qusema
line; the 3rd Division along the Djebel Libni
Bir Hasna line; the 4th Armoured Division
was stationed between Makhl and Quntyileh;
and a special armoured force of division
size was in the Qreya Pass [acing Mitzpe
Ramon.

The first siage of the attack was along
two axes. One line of attack was via Khan
Yunis and Rafish in the direction of El
Arish and the second along the Ketziot-Abu
Agueila line. The two forees were each of
divisional strengih, and in addition a third
force of divisional strength broke through
over dirl roads to the centre of the Djebel
Libni-Bir Lahfan trizngle. In addition to
these [orces, there were two augmented
brigades,

During the second stage, the Israeliz
aimed to demelish the second defence line
from Djebel Libni to Bir Hasna, and to
induce the enemy's armoured divisions to

L AT, Ul 'ﬂ'tm“ m‘
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A burnt out T 55 tank equipped with infra-red pro-
joctors,

slage a counter-attack, and thus effect con-
tacl with them. The Egyptian divisions did
not counter-attack. At this stage, the central
force started to advance in the direction of
the Dijebel Libni—Bir Hasna line, while the
division in the north broke through the Bir
Lahfan position and proceeded al great
speed towards (he Suez Canal.

The third stage was one of tank baltles,
with the Israelis attempting to surround the
Egyplians and compel them to fight. Dur-
ing this stage the Israclis reached Bir Gif-
gafz and blocked the enemy's refreat route
to the Canal, while one division took Farg'r
near the Mitla Pass, thus botiling up the
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d m 81 100 iank destrayer and, mt lefi, a supply truck

southern crits, An armoured brigade took
Makhi, culting off the Egyptian lorces to
1he east,

It was at this stage that the Egyptian
army was compelled to carry on & running
batile in two directions—one in order to es-
cape encirclement and reach the Canal, and
and the second in order lo block the passes
leading to the Canal along the three axes:
Ismailin, Jirdi and Mitla. This battle raged
for 4 whole day and well into the follow-
ing night, with about one thousand tanks
taking part altogether, It ended at 10 p. m.
on June 8 and by 3 & m. on the fifth day
of the war, all the Taraeli forces had reached
the Canal. That same day, [lsrachi troops
were landed by helicopter and naval ships
sl Sharm-cl-Sheikh, while a land unit reach-
el Ras Sudnr on the Red Sea by way of
the Mitla Pass,

The outcome of these operations was that
the Egyptians lost hetween five hundred and
six hundred lanks destroyed amd another
twoe hundred were caplured intact. Four
Egyptinn divisions were tolally destroyed
and a further three were eliminated as fight-
ing formations, even though isolated units
escaped. Among the booly faken were a
number of SA? Guideline ground-air mis-
sites which were found at a missile-lawnch-
ing base hetween the Mitln Pass and the
Suez Canal. This base was taken intact, with
the missilea ready foc launching.

In the e of ninely-one hours, an Ts-
raeli force of just over three divisions de-
feated an arfny of seven divisions and des-
troyed il This was due o 4 number of fac-
tors, The firgt faclor consists of concentra-
tion of fo
constantly maintained impetus, while fight-
ing continuopsly and without rest for four
dnys and four nighls, The secomd factor

Te helieved 1o be wsed lor loading
A milsshles. This is one of a nsmber
which were caplured.

A Russlan ve
i inlo shells
of nuch vehie

5, speed of movement and a

Tise wreck of an ATS heavy tractor and the M-3T
152 mm howlirer which it was towing when bl
up im the Mitla Pass. '

concerns the tactics of unusual penetration
in depth to Jetermine at once the enemy's
fighting capacity. The organization for the
supply of fuel, ammunition and repairs
enabled the Isreli divisions to act indepen-
dently, at least during the first seventy-two
hours, and they needed reinforcement anly
on the last day,

The Israelis used a number of old tanks,
including some from the Second World War.
The Egyptians and Syrians hod the most
modern vehicles but the Iscaelis improved
their old tanks by improvisation, endeavour-
ing to get a better driving gear and belter
guns. Mevertheless, they could not improve
their tanks so as to compete with the most
modermn Soviet vehicles. They believe that
only the American army can compare with
the Egyptian army as regards quality and
quantity of armoured equipment.

Another difficulty is that the Tsraeli army
is principally composed of Mationel Service-

This 511 100 tank destroyer was found at the enlrance
1o the Mitla Pass with the bareel of jis 100 mm gun
spdit i hall,

men and Reservists, The operation of 4 mo-
dern tank is somewhat complex and, in the
_Egyptian army, all the armoured personnel
are régulars. By comparison, the [sraeli tank
personnel get only very short periods of
national service to learn their trade and to
reach the necessarily high standard of train-
ing required. Their success is all the more
remarkable for that.

An Egyptian officer is said (o have com-
plained: "Those Tews don't altack according
tothe book"”. That is probably the reasen for
the Tsraelis’ success. They did not attack in
the way it is written in mililary manuals.
Their speed, momentum, inventiveness and




the example of their officers showed which
factors are the most imporniant.

It was with this background knowledge
that Jrreravia visited the scene of the Sinai
campaign. It is regretied that time did not
permit an cxamination of the fortifications
on the Syrian border in the norh or of the
ares called the West Bank—iwo guite dif-
ferent sors of action involving both & moun-
fain gssault and the clearing of the Old City
af Jerusalem.

Tn addition to visiting the scene of some
of the sctions in Sinai (Khan Yunis, El
Arish, Djebel Libni, Bir Gifgafa, Bir Tha-
mmada and the Mitla Pass), Inreravia had the
chance of visiting an air force buse. The
army and air force are closely related tac-
tical organisations end their activities must
be considered jointly.

An cxamination of some of the batile
areas has made clear some of the difficul-
ties which had to be overcome by army

commanders operuting in an arca like the .

Sinai Desert, Apant from well-defined ran-
ges of hills, the norhern ared is relatively
flat with rolling duncs and shallow wadis.
Walter is non-existent over most of it It is
ideal maneaveing ground for tanks pro-
vided one has air superiority and good
communications. As well as fucl and am-
munition, water is a wvital necessity. One
only had to see the long lines of abandoned
Arab vehicles, bonnets open amd drained of
water for drinking purposes, to realise the
plight of treops usfortunate encugh to be
bereft of their transport and also of their
water supplies. Air superiority of the Is-
raelis ensured that their strikes against sup-
ply “carnvans” as they are called caused
innumerable fires smong vehicles carrying
supplies. Time and again, the roads were
obliterated by massive explosions and ve-
hicles scattered left and right to avoid a
merciless air assault by Lsrael fighter-bomb-
ers, -

The Isruelis showed themselves to be mas-
tees of the unexpected. In more than one
instance, Arab forces were in apparently
impregnable positions—mines, lanks, anli-
tank guns and heavy aftillery fanned ouwl
so as o block the only route between soft
sand dupes or other “impassable” topograph-
ical features. Secretly, the Israclis had prac-
tised techniques for penetrating soft sand
with armoured columns and, when it came
to a showdown, they managed to attack
from the [lank, to tum it and eventually
surrcund the position.

If the Arabs showed a weakness in their
factics it was n slowneas of mobility to ad-
just themselves to an attack from an umn-
expected quarter. Their training was lack.
ing in inventiveness although it must be suid
that they fought hard and in many cases
with considerable delermination, Once their
leadership was broken however, the action
became a flight to safety rather than to a
rullying point for a rearguard action. This

" All duls based on lérasl Celense Minleiny liguras.
Armauf lguras sppear bo Indecabs mazimum plate thick-
naee.

in tum became s rout and] the headlong
flight to the Mitla Pass towanls Suez and 1o
Ismailia along the road to the north which
ensued, resulted in one of the most decisive
massacres ever recorded,

Isracli tanks and aircraft blocked the wes-.

tern end of the Mitla Pass und then pro-
ceded to drive the retreating engny Convoys
into the trap where they were systemati-
cally destroyed, Twenty-five kilometers of
joad mre slmost completely blocked by
wreeked vehicles and it will be a long time
before this road is clear, On the road {rom
Dijebel Lbni, through Bir Gifgafa to limailia,

the story is the same. It is a terrible picture
of he failure of an army boasting over 500
tenks, thousands of guns and the maost mo-
dern equipment in the world, but lacking
air defence, being utterly destroyed in only
three days because of the most ruthless and
determined attacks by Israeli artillery, tanks
and aireraft controlled by men whose coun-
try's very existence depended on success—
and & swift success at that,

The Israclis pressed home their attacks
in the face of strong resistance from the
most modern weapons and their losses were,
ul times, heavy In proportion to the size of

Captured Soviet Military Equipment 1)
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e

R

their forces, The Israclis knew thal the cne-
my possessed poison gas, understood 1o be
both respiratory and irritant and that this
had been used in the Yemen. There was
ample evidence of equipment for using gas
amongst the weeckape of Egyptian army
equipment. The question which has arisen
amongst observers is—under what tactical
cireumstances did the Araba propose to
use it? This is a double edged weapon and,
when used against a modern army or agains
a well-disciplined civilian population, this
type of gas would seem to be of little use.

A temporary park for salvaged and undamaged Soviet antillery, “somewhere in Sinai
{122 mem); at right, M-+ anti-tank/feld guns (100 mm).
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Everylhing degended on o swift knock-out
blow and thiy the lsraclis achieved with
great effect.

What [essn hrw: been learnt as o result
of this massive [retalintion? Airsuperiority, as
always, is the deciding factor in open ground
where there is no cover, and il pave the Is-
raclis not only o secure base, but enabled
ihem 1o concerteate their efforts on destroy-
ing the enemyl armour. Furthermore., it is
clear that a well-trained and well led mobile
force has every chance of succeeding against
a dug-in defence having superior firepower

™. AL lefl, M=18 howitzers
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flank. Another lesson—perhaps one of the
most important—is accuracy of shooting.
tanks, when confronted by dug-in tanks
among undulating sand dumes were forced
to resort fo long range firing. Some wery
remarkable results were achieved and, due
10 the superior qualilies of the Tsracli tank
guns, they were able to score hits on fanks
while put of accurate range of the Russian
guns of the Egyptians, As regards leader-

* ship, the fighting quality of men who are

petsonally led is always betier than that of
men who are ordered forward, as in the
case of the Egyptian army. The high pro-
portion of Israeli officers killed in action
is an unforiunale resill of peraonal leader-
ship, and this in addition, in many cases,
ocenrred through their habit of leading with
their tank turret hatches open.

It seems fairly cerlain that it will be a
long time before the Egyptian army is re
built—perhaps two years, perhaps more, Al
all events, the hasic Arab/lIsracli prclhl:lrn
iz still unresolved and the question is wheth-
er armed conflict is worth pursuing further.
In the light of past experience it is to be
hoped that wiser counsels will prevail.

An enormous quantily of undamaged So-
viet tanks, puns and equipment was cap-
tured by the Israelis and some examples of
these are illustrated on the accompanying
pages. ++




